


This project has strong and wide spread public approval, as shown by the attached (7) Letters of
Support. It is consistent with the Management Plan for Athabasca Pass National Historic Site.

In 2018, the Columbia-Shuswap Regional District commissioned the Golden and Area A Trail
Strategy, which includes the Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail. After extensive community
consultation and stakeholder engagement, at the top of the list of Key Findings was the public’s
request for the restoration of cultural and historic trails.

Could you please request that Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment and Climate Change,
approve this project?

No funds or work are required from Parks Canada, as this project is privately funded. It follows
all the code requirements, is designed in a very environmentally friendly manner, and will have
Professional Engineer drawings and project management. A team of skilled volunteers is ready
to complete this project in Spring, 2023. We have already restored the Athabasca Pass Heritage
Trail on the west side of the pass in British Columbia. The bridge over Simon Creek is the last
hurdle to the full restoration of this historic trail.

More details are attached, for your reference.

Best Regards,

Trevor Willson, P.Eng.

cc:
Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Alan Fehr, Superintendent, Jasper National Park

Jasmine Ramratan, Acting Superintendent, Jasper National Park












Gerald Soroka

Member of Patliament
Yellowhead
geraldsorokamp.ca

House ofi)mmons

OTTAWA: December 05, 2022

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault

Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Room 322, Confederation Building

House of Commons

OTTAWA ON K1A 0A6

I have been informed of an application to Parks Canada requesting that work proceed on a trail bridge on the
Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail, southwest of Jasper, AB, in Jasper National Park. Private funding, professional
engineered drawings and project management have been done. No funding is needed from Jasper National Park.

Four teams of volunteers have restored the west side of Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail.Now, restoration of the east
side, in Jasper National Park, needs to be done.As you may know, this trail is historic as it was the main route
between what is now Alberta and BC, before roads or railways existed.

One bridge is needed, over Simon Creek, to allow hikers to walk from the east trailhead (Moab Lake) West up to
Athabasca Pass. Simon Creek is passable to hikers or horses only when there is snow on the ground.

The Metis Nation is quite supportive of the Simon Creek Bridge project. They would like this bridge to be called
"Thomas the Iroquois Bridge", in honor of and in commemoration of Thomas, an ancestor of the Metis, who led
David Thompson over Athabasca Pass. Naming this bridge after a Metis ancestor will help to enhance
understanding and awareness of the very significant Indigenous history of the Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail.

Therefore, | am supporting the above request to allow this project to proceed as it will enable tourists and those
living in Jasper and surrounded areas the ability to experience the entire Athabasca Pass travers: a boat ride from
Mica Dam area to Wood River Bridge, then a 73km hike.

Sincerely,

Gerald Soroka, MP
Yellowhead

Room 313, Justice Building, OTTAWA ON K1A 0A6 Box 7887, Stn Main, 119 50" Street, EDSON AB T7E 1V9
Tel: 613-992-1653; Fax: 613-992-3459 Tel: 780-723-6068;Toll: 1-800-268-7117; Fax: 780-723-5060

Gerald.Soroka@parl.gc.ca Gerald.Soroka.C1@parl.gc.ca



ROB MORRISON

Member of Parliament
Kootenay—Columbia

December 9, 2022.

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, P.C., M.P.,
Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Room 322, Confederation Building

House of Commons

Ottawa K1A 0A6

Dear Minister:

[ have been informed of an application to Parks Canada requesting that work proceed on a trail
bridge on the Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail, southwest of Jasper, AB, in Jasper National Park.
Private funding, professional engineered drawings and project management have been completed
and No funding is needed from Jasper National Park.

Four teams of volunteers have restored the west side of Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail. Now,
restoration of the east side, in Jasper National Park, needs to be done. As you may know, this trail
is historic as it was the main route between what is now Alberta and BC, before roads or railways
existed. One bridge is needed, over Simon Creek, to allow hikers to walk from the east trailhead
(Moab Lake) West up to Athabasca Pass. Simon Creek is passable to hikers or horses only when
there is snow on the ground.

The Metis Nation is quite supportive of the Simon Creek Bridge project. They would like this bridge
to be called "Thomas the Iroquois Bridge", in honour of and in commemoration of Thomas, an
ancestor of the Metis, who led David Thompson over Athabasca Pass. Naming this bridge after a
Metis ancestor will help to enhance understanding and awareness of the very significant
Indigenous history of the Athabasca Pass Heritage Trail.

Therefore, I am supporting the above request to allow this project to proceed as it will enable
tourists and those living in the northern part of my riding Kootenay Columbia and surrounded
areas the ability to experience the entire Athabasca Pass travers: a boat ride from Mica Dam area
to Wood River Bridge, then a 73km hike.

Respectfully,

Rob Morrison, M.P.
Kootenay-Columbia

Cranbrook 415 Industrial Road A, Cranbrook, BC V1C 4X9 | TEL 250.417.2250 | FAX 250.417.2253 | E-MAIL rob.morrison@parl.gc.ca
Ottawa 911 Justice Bldg, House of Commons, Ottawa ON K1A 0A6 | TEL613.995.7246 | FAX 613.996.9923 | E-MAIL rob.morrison@parl.gc.ca

€ © rosmORRISONMP



Box 6664
Hinton Alberta
T7V 1X8

Mr. Alan Fehr, Superintendent December 8, 2022
Jasper National Park

Parks Canada Agency

PO Box 10

Jasper, AB TOE 1EO

Dear Mr. Fehr:

| have been in conversation with a gentleman by the name of Trevor Willson. He is very
interested in the installation of a new horse bridge over Simon Creek to the south of Jasper
townsite on the Athabasca Pass Trail. This route has been out of commission for a number of
years now due to the loss of this bridge. The ice built up through the winter months, causing
the bridge to be lifted off its gabions, with a warmer than usual spring, creating a very high
water flow which carried a lot of ice with it.

The Athabasca Pass Trail has significant historical Importance. It was the first route used
extensively in the fur trade era connecting the west side of the Rockies with the Hudson’s Bay
trading posts. | strongly believe that a bridge replacement across Simon Creek reopening the
Athabasca Pass Trail will result in consequential use of this historic route.



RMWS has witnessed an abundance of hardcore hikers in recent years, with Mountain Trails
being reopened to the north of Jasper National Park in the Willmore Wilderness Park.

This is a huge opportunity for Parks Canada to do the right thing with no cost to Parks. |
understand this Bridge can be replaced and the trail to the top of Athabasca Pass could get
cleaned up and be fully funded with no funds or staff time required from Parks Canada.

This is a great reconciliation project highlighted by a historic trail that was so important to so
many people for many years, long before Alberta or a National Park was even thought of.
Hikers and horseback riders thrive on these old historic trails that meant so much to the First
People that traveled in these Mountains.

Let’s not miss out on this opportunity; all that is required from Parks Canada is a permit to
install a replacement bridge which reopens a whole new world to today’s trekkers and history
buffs. RMWS, as you know, is an advocate for the Mountain regions of Alberta with an
abundance of members with Indigenous background.

This endeavor is fully supported by the Upper Athabasca Valley Elders Council.

Sincerely,

_,V//_l/ > W e
Al

Ken Groat

President
Rocky Mountain Wilderness Society






LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
of BRITISH COLUMBIA

ot/

RE: Simon Creek Bridge Project — Jasper National Park

To whom it may concern,

Doug Clovechok, MLA
Columbia River - Revelstoke

December 5, 2022

I am taking this opportunity to voice my support for a bridge to be erected over Simon Creek in
Jasper National Park. This bridge will allow hikers and equestrians to travel from the east trailhead

(Moab Lake) all the way to Athabasca Pass.

It is my hope that the required permits are granted to allow work to commence in the new year and
that British Columbians and visitors from around the world can visit and experience this beautiful

and historical part of our province.

Respectfully,

Doug Clovechok
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Columbia River — Revelstoke

Constituency Office - Kimberley Constituency Office - Revelstoke
362 Wallinger Avenue 107 — 1* Street East
Kimberley, BC VIA 1Z4 Revelstoke, BC VOE 2S0

250-805-0323
*Direct all mail to Kimberley Office

250-432-2300
Toll Free: 1-844-432-2300

Legislative Office

Room 016 Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC V8T 2T8
250-952-7256
Doug.clovechok.mla@leg.bc.ca
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The Saoyu-?ehdacho Cooperative Management Board meets during the 2015 Knowledge Camp on
the peninsula of Saoyu on Sahtu - Great Bear Lake - in the Northwest Territories.

Indigenous relations at Parks Canada

Working together with more than 300 First Nations, Inuit, and Métis communities across Canada, Parks
Canada and Indigenous peoples are partners in conserving, restoring, and presenting Canada’s natural
and cultural heritage.

Strong relationships with Indigenous partners are essential to Parks Canada’s work and contribute to
the process of reconciliation between Indigenous peoples, the Government of Canada, and other
Canadians, based on the recognition of rights, respect, co-operation, and partnership.

The Agency uses guiding_principles for working with Indigenous peoples to provide a consistent

approach to building mutually respectful relationships in the work we do together. Three priority areas
have been identified to put reconciliation into action at Parks Canada:

¢ Strengthening Indigenous connections with traditionally used lands and waters
* Expanding and ensuring presentation and commemoration of Indigenous histories and cultures
¢ Increasing economic opportunities related to Indigenous tourism

These initiatives support the recognition and respect of Indigenous rights and enhance cooperation in
the presentation of Indigenous histories and cultures at and near Parks Canada administered heritage
places.

The implementation of reconciliation activities is supported by a team of experts in Parks Canada’s
Indigenous Affairs Branch, who provide advice to the Agency on advancing reconciliation with
Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Mapping Change
Outlines a path forward with key actions to ensure that Parks Canada’s policies and practices support the important work
ahead to further advance...

https://parks.canada.ca/agence-agency/aa-ia 1/3
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Promising Pathways
A resource guide for Parks Canada team members and those building and managing relationships with Indigenous
peoples.

The Land is Our Teacher
Reflections and stories on working with Indigenous Knowledge holders to manage Parks Canada's heritage places.

Working Together: Our Stories
Best practices and lessons learned in Indigenous engagement.

For more information: ¥ information@pc.gc.ca

Related links

¢ Parks Canada: Indigenous connections
¢ Proposed Indigenous stewardship framework

¢ Indigenous Cultural Heritage Advisory Council

Date modified :
2022-11-19

Job opportunities

Volunteer

https://parks.canada.ca/agence-agency/aa-ia 2/3
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Partner

Contact us

Contact Parks Canada

About the Parks Canada Agency
Mandate and Charter

Transparency

Message from the President and Chief Executive Officer
Indigenous relations at Parks Canada

Strategies and plans

Reports

Terms and conditions

News

National historic sites

National parks

National marine conservation areas

National urban parks

Nature and science

Culture and history

Minister

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault
Minister of Environment and Climate Change

Connect with us
Oy o

Sign up for the newsletter

Download the app
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https://parks.canada.ca/agence-agency/courriel-email
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https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np
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https://parks.canada.ca/nature/science
https://parks.canada.ca/culture
https://pm.gc.ca/en/cabinet/honourable-steven-guilbeault
https://www.facebook.com/parkscanada
https://twitter.com/parkscanada
https://www.youtube.com/ParksCanada
https://www.instagram.com/parks.canada/
https://pcan-ebulletin.ca/en/signup
https://parks.canada.ca/multimedia/apps
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Athabasca Pass Trail in Jasper National Park

Maps, GPS data and el

respecting these data, either expressed or implied. PCA no responsibility for d.

are provided for refe

purposes only. Maps are not meant for navigation. Parks Canada Agency (PCA) makes no guarantees, representations or warranties
iges or other liabilities due to the accuracy, availability, use or misuse of the information herein provided.

Jasper National Park

Athabasca Pass Backcountry Guide
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